It's starting to look like a kiosk!

Now that you have got the really hard work out of the way, it is time to dress your kiosk. 

If you have blasted, you may see some small holes. These are just minor casting faults that were originally filled by hammering lead into them. Blasting picks the lead out. I have received panic phone calls from customers that think the kiosk is disappearing before their eyes. You can fill and smooth these holes with the same metal filler that is used on car bodywork.       

Around the seams of the panels you may find rough putty that squeezed out when the kiosk was first assembled. Chisel this away and dress over with acrylic sealant. Lay a bead in the seam and run a wet finger along to shape, but avoid over-smoothing; you want to retain the rugged cast iron surface. Do not fill the slits under the transoms or at the bottom of the panels. These act as air vents and sloshes to drain away water. 

Now is the time to apply two brush coats of red 539 enamel over your door and kiosk, except for the ceiling; this is primed and glossed white. Take an imaginary line across from the red ledges under the 'TELEPHONE' signs as your cut-off point. The area above this line is to be painted white. There is not an obvious seam to follow; you can use masking tape to give a clean edge as you may go over a screw head.

Then, make sure all the holes in the glazing bars are clear by running a drill through them. Run a 3/16th Whitworth tap through the three holes found in the centre of the ceiling where the light fitting will be. We use original pattern brass fittings. You can re-use the fluorescent fitting but often they are in worn condition and have fatigued wiring, so we tend to avoid these.

If, at this stage, you find your kiosk has sustained damage, such as a cracked base or broken glazing bars, you can patch these with plates or replacement bar. We will weld as our kiosks go in public spaces, but for the private enthusiast at home you can find cheaper solutions.

If your kiosk is in place on a solid base (8 inches of concrete 4ft square), you can fill your base with concrete screed, level to the top of the base. However, we can supply you with a wooden base on runners in case you wish to move the kiosk at a later date. The power and phone lines can come in through the ovals in the back panel. If these have not been opened, you can knock them out with a ball pein hammer. An earth stake is a good idea in case of lightning. The power cable comes through the right hand hole from the inside and runs up through the conduit across the ceiling.

Clear the eight outer bosses in the back panel with a ¼ inch tap. There may be other additional bosses screwed in, but if you are fitting a Jubilee interior you will only need the four each side. Clear the holes in the three door hinges, the two shackles and above the door where the door closer will be affixed.

Clean the hinges and shackles of all paint. They should now boast a bright, brass finish. Now you can hang the door. Fix the hinges on the kiosk and position them as if the door is open. Raise the door on parallel blocks so it clears the base and offer it up to the hinges. Drill and screw the hinges to the doorframe. If you are hanging a new door, you may need to plane the edge to make it close properly. You should leave a quarter inch gap to allow for swelling in damp weather. Re-attach you door closer. 

Fix your "TELEPHONE" signs in with silicate. Once this is dry, lay a bead of white acrylic along each edge and shape into a bevel with your thumb.

For the main glazing, you have three options; glass with cast frames, glass with steel frames or polycarbonate. Polycarbonates were used by BT for ease of fitting, but fade yellow and scratch easily. Steel frames are one strip of steel bent square and welded in the corner and are fitted with a headed brass pin with a grey plastic washer that are crimped together. If you go for this solution, you need to create the crimping tool; basically a pair of pliers with a hole in one jaw. Unicorn fit the cast frames; these have a more square edge than the steel ones. They are fixed with brass pins that are sunk through the frame and glazing bar into the frame below. They give the tidiest appearance and honour the original style.

For the fixing of the glass, lay a bead of silicate along each vertical edge of the glazing insert then place the glass up to it. Give it a shimmy to bed it, and then run a second bead that overlaps the edge of the glass and the glazing panel. This makes it watertight. One of the small glasses will be a PUSH/PULL sign, which is to be placed adjacent to the door handle. Remember to get this the right way round! If you have any silicate that has bulged out, leave it to set for a couple of days, then you can trim it with a Stanley knife blade. Do not try to wipe it when wet, as it will smear endlessly. We usually glaze half a side then frame while the beading is soft. Afterwards, you can fill the gaps between the glazing frames with red acrylic. Unicorn can supply this colour-matched to 539 to save painting.

If you fancy, you can gild your crown with gold leaf. You could use gold paint but this will tarnish brown in time.

And that is the restoration virtually finished!

Of course, a kiosk isn't truly complete without an interior. Perhaps a Jubilee, 700 series or card phone? 
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It is important to consider the setting for your kiosk. Dark green, evergreen foliage always works the best with the red of the kiosk, especially if the trees or shrubs are large in relation to the kiosk. A kiosk half-hidden makes for a pleasant surprise as guests notice your new feature and say:

"Oh! You've got a phone box in your garden!"
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Of course if you have any questions about your restoration you welcome to contact me.
Tony Inglis

Unicorn Kiosk Restorations
020 8651 2436

enquiries@unicornkiosks.com
