So you now have a kiosk in front of you.

It may look in a very sorry state. It may be covered in dozens of coats of flaky paint. The door may be in need of repair, the glazing may be a mix of old glass and polycarbonate. However, if you have made sure to buy a solid kiosk, these problems may not be as bad as they first appear.

Strip out door, backboard and windows

 In order to carry out the best possible restoration job, you will need to strip the kiosk down to a carcass and work back up. 
Remove the door closer, door handle, door and the backboard. Try to save as many screws, shackles, straps and bolts as possible. It is unlikely that you will salvage all of them but Unicorn can supply all the replacement parts needed. 
Remove the windows. Often the kiosk will have a mix of large polycarbonate and small glass windows. The polycarbonates take the form of an all-in-one window and frame and are fixed by a headed pin and crimped with a grey plastic washer. They scratch very easily and fog yellow in the sun. These cannot be restored and are not worth saving. To remove them, simply take a hammer and a punch (smaller than the pin) and knock the pins up and through. The Polycarbs will then fall away. The glass windows may be fixed with an original cast-glazing frame. These are puttied in and secured with a tapered pin. As before punch the pin through, prise out the frame and the glass. However it is unlikely that you will remove all the frames without snapping some. The "Telephone" signs are only held in by four pins covered with putty. Then with a hammer and chisel and eye protection remove any old putty from the glazing insert. This putty is like old chewing gum. Unicorn shot blasts the stripped kiosks and even this cannot remove old putty. So it can take some time, but it is essential to clean off the putty completely otherwise you will have problems re-glazing. Drill out any pins that you cannot punch.

Strip paint

Most kiosks will have been painted numerous times, some were even varnished afterwards. Often they were not washed down and degreased before painting so the coats did not bind. Again, for the best restoration job you need to get back to the bare metal and wood. Although it is tempting to slap a coat over the top, you are painting over layers that aren’t bound together so it will just flake off. Also the spirit in fresh paint reactivates the old and it curls up. If you strip back to the bare metal you will see the finer detail on the kiosk such as the fluting and, especially, the crown.

Options for paint stripping can be blasting, needle gunning, chemical stripping or hand chipping/scrapping:

A) Blasting by sand or steel shot is a violent process resulting in a huge amount of debris if done in the open air. It is usually an option if you can transport your stripped out kiosk to a professional. Most people cannot move a complete kiosk to the blasters and some disassemble into panels. This can be done, but the reassembly will be a tough job. We only disassemble as a last resort. If you blast the door avoid the wooden surround or else it will look like driftwood.
 

B) Needle gunning or de-scaling involves an air tool running off a compressor. It does strip well but it is very noisy. Like blasting it is really an industrial process. 


C) Chemical stripping works but people find that only one layer comes off at a time, so you will get through a lot of stripper. Remember to clean all traces of stripper from the surface before you paint. 


D) Finally, there is hand-stripping. For most it is the only option. Chipping hammers, scrapers, electric sanders and sandpaper.  Pick a nice sunny day, put some relaxing music on and don't expect to do it all in a day. In honesty it is a hard job, but it really does show on the finished kiosk. Remember: you are only doing it once, and once completed, you will have broken the back of your restoration.

Once back to the metal you need to get a coat of primer on, preferably red oxide. The cast won't rust away, but if left overnight the moisture will leave fine orange surface rust.

REMEMBER! Protect yourself against chips, noise and dust with safety equipment.

Next time I will advise on the dressing, painting and glazing for your kiosk.

If any readers have any queries, I am always happy to help.

Tony Inglis

020 8651 2436

enquiries@unicornkiosks.com
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